Southcentral Foundation

Guidelines for Researchers


There are a number of key questions that the Southcentral Foundation Board of Directors considers when abstracts, manuscripts, and proposals are evaluated:

 

I.          Study Design Issues

1. Is the design of the study clearly described?
2. Are there valid comparisons or controls where appropriate?
3. Are there enough people in the study to show significant results?
4. Do the authors limit their conclusions to the group studied?
5. Have statistical tests been used when appropriate?
6. Are there enough data and are the data clearly represented?
7. Is this important? Do the results matter? (So what?) How will Alaska Native people benefit?
8. What are you (investigators) planning to do with the information? (propose new treatments?  New diagnostic practices?)
9. Is there likely to be financial benefit from this research? To whom?
10. What is the source of funding?
11. How will results be applied and shared?
         

II.        Alaska Native people’s issues

 

1. Are Alaska Native people depicted in an unfavorable light?
2. Is the language regarding tribal affiliations appropriate?
3. Are the contributions of Alaska Native researchers recognized?
4. Here are some specific examples of preferred language uses:
We like to see:

Rather than:

Alaska Native people
Natives*
Bacterium or virus

germs

Aleut, Alutiiq, Haida
Eskimo, Indian, Aleut

Tsimshian, Tlingit, Yup’ik

Inupiaq, Athabaskan
· Additional terms, including customer-owner, patient, and Alaska Native community should be used in circumstances in which they are appropriate.
· Although Alaska Native people is preferred over Alaska Native / American Indian people when referring to studies that take place in the state of Alaska, the use of Alaska Native / American Indian people is appropriate when referring to studies that take place both in Alaska and other states.

III.       Other areas that the Board of Directors will be sensitive to: 
 

1. Descriptions of alcohol and substance abuse
2. Any racial stereotyping or generalizations
3. Specific cultural issues including death and dying, treatment of elders, and historical customs
4. Anything that sounds paternalistic
5. Any use of Alaska Native people as test subjects without visible benefit 
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